tne predictions themselves, and the history of the divine person
predicted, were severally made publick; and then quietly to disperse
the work among the well-educated natives; with whom if in due time
it failed of producing very salutary fruit by sts natural influence, we
could only lament more than ever the strength of prejudice, and the
\\eakness of unassisted reason/'1"

On the Chronology of the Hindus, written in January 1788, is the
next dissertation. This and the supplement to its present arguments
about Hindu chronology which were already suggested in the anniversary
discourses. Jones was the first ever European scholar to examine this
question and he felt convinced that the standard view of Hindu history
was untenable because the first three ages were merely mythological-
Krita, Treta, Dwapara-and the fourth was traceable no earlier than
probably 2000 B.C. He argues that Hindu chronology is not at all
inconsistent with accepted Western chronological notions. He suggests
for this purpose a comparative view of some of the basic facts. "We
may safely conclude/ he says," that the Mosaick and Indian chronologies
are perfectly consistent; that MENU, son of BRAHMA,was the Adsma,
or first, created mortal, and consequently our ADAM; that MENU, child
of the Sun, was preserved with seven others, in a bahitra or capacious
ark; from an universal deluge, and must, therefore, be our NOAH/that
HSRANYACASIPU the giant with a golden axe, and Valio' or Bali,
were impious and arrogant monarchs, and, most probably, our NIMROD
AND BELUS; that the three RAMAS, two of whom were invincible
warriors, and the third, not only valiant in war, but the patron of agriculture
and wine, which derives an epithet from his name, were different
representations of the Grecian BACCHUS, and either the RAMA of
Scripture, or his colony personified, or the Sun first adored by his
idolatrous family, that a considerable emigration from Chaldea into
Greece, Italy, and India, happened about twelve centuries before the
birth of our Saviour that Sacya, or Sisak, about two hundred years after
VYASA, either in person or by a colony from Egypt, imported into this
country the mild heresy of the ancient Baudhas; and that the dawn of
true Indian history appears only three or four centuries before the
Christian era, the preceding ages being clouded by allegory or fable".35

The paragraph quoted above amply shows how Jones tried to
establish the consistency between the Western and Eastern concepts of
chronology. He also identifies the Sandrocottus referred to by

37 lbrd,Vol IV, p.71
x lbid,Vol IV, p.65~66
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